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Introduction 
Welcome to the Relationship Strength Guide. 

Through my years of couples counselling, and life experiences, I've learned that the key to a 
strong relationship lies in how you handle its challenging moments. This guide, along with your 
personalised assessment results, is designed to pinpoint and strengthen the areas in your 
relationship that need it most. 

Whether it's bridging gaps in communication, deepening emotional connections for greater 
intimacy, or maintaining the integrity of your relationship during conflict, each section of this 
guide you’ll find helpful. As you explore these themes, I encourage you to jot down insights and 
ideas that resonate with you. 

Discuss these insights and findings with your partner. Remember, building a strong relationship 
is an ongoing journey. Follow the links to our additional resources and exercises to begin taking 
practical steps forward.  

I’m lucky to have a view of the ships from my balcony here in McCrae on the Mornington 
Peninsula, near Melbourne. 

Watching them glide across 
Port Phillip Bay, I often think 
about how they illustrate the 
strength of a relationship. 
Picture your relationship as one 
of these ships: each of the nine 
categories we discuss here is 
like a crucial part of that ship. 

From the sturdy hull that gives 
structure and keeps it afloat, to 
the bridge that provides 
direction and purpose, every 
part is vital. Together, these 
components keep your relationship strong and able to weather any storms that come your way. 

As you go through this guide, you’ll see how these nine elements work together, just like a well-
built ship. My hope is that this analogy helps you understand the importance of each element 
and guides you toward a strong and loving partnership. 

Jacqueline Hogan – Couples Counsellor. 
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Your Results 
Take note of your results in your assessment report and use the scores and analysis to pinpoint 
areas for improvement. The perception scores and accompanying analysis provide valuable 
insights into each other’s perspectives, strengths, and weaknesses. If your partner has also 
completed the assessment, this offers an even deeper opportunity to compare notes. 

As you work through the categories in this guide, keep your assessment findings in mind. 
Consider how your perceptions may influence your efforts to strengthen your relationship. Be 
open to identifying and challenging any limiting beliefs, biases, or behaviours that might hinder 
your growth or keep you stuck. 

Embracing fresh insights can be empowering, boosting your self-worth and inspiring change 
from within. For those who have an overbearing or controlling streak, these insights offer a 
chance to relax your hold on the relationship and transition towards a more balanced and 
healthier dynamic. 

Ultimately, your assessment and this guide serve as a compass and roadmap. It's up to you and 
your partner to decide how best to use these tools and resources to strengthen your 
relationship. 

Good luck!  
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Perceptions 
Understanding Your Perception: A Key to Relationship Growth 

Congratulations on taking the first step towards strengthening your relationship by completing 
the Relationship Strength Assessment. 

Reflecting on your perceptions is a vital exercise in self-awareness and how you relate to each 
other, both of which are crucial for improving and strengthening your relationship. 

As you review your perception score, it’s insightful to compare it with your partner’s. Any 
differences between these scores can provide clues about your relationship dynamics and open 
up avenues for personal growth. 

 

Did you rate your perception stronger than your partner? 

If your perception score is higher than your partner's perception score, it might indicate that you 
view your contribution to the relationship in a more positive way than your partner does. 

But you must be careful! This perception of strength could also be due to self-serving cognitive 
biases, where we tend to attribute positive outcomes to our own actions and negative outcomes 
to external factors or other people. Yikes! 

To help alleviate any bias it’s important to honestly self-reflect and be open to feedback. For 
example, are there any areas where you might be overestimating your efforts or understanding? 

In addition to the above, you can have your partner complete the assessment and compare 
notes with their results. I wonder how they rate you! 

 

Did you rate your perception lower than your partner? 

On the other hand, if your perception score is lower than your partner's it may indicate that 
you’re more critical of yourself than of your partner. 

Only you can be the judge, as you are the one who completed the assessment. So be aware of 
self-criticism sneaking into your relationship. Self-criticism can take many forms and 
sometimes stem from feelings of insecurity, low self-worth or defensiveness. 

It's important to recognise these feelings and the effect they might have on your relationship. 
Consider whether these feelings are influencing your perception of the relationship. 

Discussing these feelings with your partner can also help clarify assumptions and 
misunderstandings. These conversations are a great help toward creating a more trusting and 
supportive relationship. 
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Did you rate your perceptions about the same? 

Similar scores suggest a shared view of your contributions and understanding, indicating a 
balanced recognition and appreciation within your relationship. 

It can also represent a yin & yang style of relationship where each partner’s strengths balance 
the other's weaknesses. Review the detailed results to see if this resonates with your 
relationship. 

 

When perception scores are similar, are they high or low? 

Two low perceptions signal ample room for growth within your relationship. The good news is, 
there are numerous ways to begin strengthening your relationship. 

Conversely, two high scores reflect a robust mutual understanding. A helpful approach in this 
scenario is to identify key areas for improvement, focusing on enhancing both the quality and 
consistency of your relationship. 

 

Personal Development and growing together, not apart. 

Our perspectives are shaped by our individual beliefs, fears, and desires. Recognising this helps 
us understand the significant role our self-perception plays in our relationship.  

Growing together involves being mindful 
of any cognitive biases that could drive 
you apart, such as negative sentiments, 
defensiveness, or blame-shifting. By 
acknowledging these factors and working 
with them up front and honestly, you can 
enjoy a more cooperative and balanced 
relationship journey. 

Self-reflection through journaling and 
meditation are powerful tools in this 
process. I encourage you to take the time 
to examine your feelings and aspirations 
as you work towards a stronger 
relationship together. Talking through 
these perceptions with your partner can 
help dissolve any assumptions and 
bridge misunderstandings. 

Ultimately, the goal is to strengthen your relationship and moving beyond blame and point 
scoring is an essential first step.  
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Relationship Strength Foundations 
1. Knowing 

Knowing Each Other Deeply – The Hull  

Understanding and knowing each other deeply is essential for a strong, resilient, and fulfilling 
relationship. When you take the time to truly understand each other, you can build a 
relationship that supports trust, empathy, and respect. 

The hull of a ship is its foundation, providing structure and buoyancy. Similarly, knowing your 
partner forms the basis of your relationship. Just as a ship's hull needs to be robust and well-
constructed to withstand the ocean's pressures, a relationship requires a deep understanding 
of each other to stay afloat and navigate the complexities of life together. 

This deeper level of knowing goes beyond surface-level interactions and taps into the core of 
who each person is. It creates a sense of security and intimacy that can weather any storm. In 
this section, we will explore the themes of knowing and understanding each other, and how this 
is crucial for a strong relationship. 

One of the most fundamental aspects of knowing your partner is being aware of their 
preferences and likes. Simple things, such as knowing your partner's favourite food, might seem 
trivial but are actually powerful expressions of love and attention. These small details reflect a 
deeper awareness and appreciation of your partner's individuality. When you remember and act 
on these preferences, it shows that you value their happiness and comfort, reinforcing the 
special connection between you. 

Beyond likes and dislikes, understanding your 
partner's current challenges and ultimate 
dreams is vital. Life can be demanding, and 
having a partner who is aware of what you're 
going through can make all the difference to how 
you feel. When you know the challenges your 
partner is facing, you can empathise, show 
compassion and offer support, encouragement, 
and help. 

Similarly, knowing their dreams and aspirations 
allows you to support and encourage them. 
Celebrate their successes and comfort them 
when they are feeling down. This mutual support 
system underpins your connection and helps 
both partners feel valued and understood. 

Another important theme is recognising your partner's core values and what helps them through 
difficult times. Understanding their Life Values provides insight into what motivates them and 
how they make decisions. 

6

Relationship Strength Guide
Jacqueline Hogan Couples Counselling

www.jacquelinehogan.com

Jacqueline Hogan Couples Counselling - www.jacquelinehogan.com

Sample PagesSample Pages

https://www.jacquelinehogan.com/questions-for-a-healthy-relationship/
https://www.jacquelinehogan.com/questions-to-grow-your-relationship/


Using this knowledge fosters empathy and appreciation, reducing conflict and 
miscommunication. Knowing what comforts and supports your partner during tough times 
shows deep care and provides you both with a robust emotional support system. 

This level of understanding is not just about reacting to their needs but anticipating them, 
which can greatly enhance the sense of security and closeness in your relationship. 

Finally, being aware of your partner's trusted circle of friends, weaknesses, and vulnerabilities is 
essential. This knowledge allows you to better protect them, and to support them in ways that 
matter most. It also encourages open communication, as you’ll both feel safe sharing your 
innermost thoughts and fears. 

When you are able to both understand and embrace each other's vulnerabilities without 
judgement, it opens the door toward unbreakable trust, deep love and connection. 

That feeling of comfort and reassurance is priceless, and reinforces the feeling that you are truly 
loved and accepted for who you are. 

To wrap up, knowing each other deeply goes beyond mere facts and preferences; it's about 
shaping the hull of your relationship to support a profound emotional connection, ensuring it 
thrives as a healthy and happy partnership. 

 

 

2. Connection 

Building a Strong Connection – The Deck 

 

Connection is the deck of a fulfilling and strong relationship. It's where things happen and how 
you come together, creating a sense of unity and belonging. 

The deck of the ship, representing connection in your relationship, is about shared experiences 
and spending quality time together. A strong deck secures the ship, much like how a strong 
connection with your partner ensures steady sailing in your relationship. 

While knowing your partner provides a sturdy hull, building a strong connection on top ensures 
that your relationship can thrive and grow, where both individuals for valued. In this section, 
we'll explore the themes of connection and how you can enhance this area of your relationship. 

One of the most profound aspects of connection is considering your partner to be your best 
friend. This is different to romantic love. It’s about establishing a friendship where you enjoy 
each other's company, share your thoughts and dreams and support each other to be the best 
person they can be. 

When you view your partner as your best friend, no-one gets in the way and the channels of 
communication are open for a two-way flow of trust, commitment, loyalty, and more. 
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